Despite the fact that penicillin is still the antibiotic of choice for gonorrhoea, the gradual emergence of strains of N. gonorrhoeae of decreased sensitivity to penicillin has led to an increasing search for a suitable alternative antibiotic (Willcox, 1974; Schofield and Masterton, 1974;  Kousa, Lassus, Jarvelainen, and Renkonen, 1974) . In view of the conflicting reports on the efficacy of minocycline for this purpose (Duncan, Glicksman, Knox, and Holder, 1971; Pariser and Marino, 1970; Thatcher, Pazin, and Domescik, 1970) , a clinical trial was recently carried out at the Nottingham special treatment centre, which showed a cure rate of 94 1 per cent. in cases of uncomplicated gonorrhoea in males (Shahidullah, 1975) .
After this trial it was decided to examine a series of isolates of N. gonorrhoeae to determine and compare the minimum inhibitory concentrations of minocycline and penicillin. This study reports the findings of this work.
Material and methods 300 consecutive isolates of N. gonorrhoeae from both male and female patients were examined. These had been isolated on Phillips medium (Phillips, Humphrey, Middleton, and Nicol, 1972) The Table ( overleaf) shows the relationship between the penicillin and minocycline sensitivity of the isolates. Of the nine pencillin resistant strains, five were resistant to minocycline (MIC >1 -0) and three were of reduced sensitivity to this antibiotic. Only one strain was as sensitive as the Oxford Staphylococcus to minocycline. 
